Texas could be Trump’s one clean energy bright spot—as oil drillers turn... https://www.fastcompany.com/91277609/texas-could-be-trumps-one-cl...

SUBSCRIBE

ADVERTISEMENT

02-13-2025 | PREMIUM

Texas could be Trump’s one clean energy bright spot—
as oil drillers turn to geothermal
The state’s wildcatting entrepreneurs, embrace of light regulations, and, of

course, drilling experience have set the stage for a world-leading boom in
geothermal energy production. Even Trump is excited about it.
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BY PATRICK SISSON

In a “drill, baby, drill” administration that has
already shut down wind energy expansion and put
the solar industry in limbo by pausing funding and
threatening Inflation Reduction Act incentives, one
clean energy source has received support from
President Donald Trump. In his bid to unleash
American energy dominance, geothermal energy
(harnessing underground heat as a renewable
resource) got a shout-out in a January 20th
executive order. It’s the rare clean energy option
that hasn’t been singled out for criticism. And one
state is poised to be the center of that boom.

Texas’s wildcatting entrepreneurs, embrace of light
regulations, and, of course, drilling experience have
set the stage for a world-leading boom in
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Patrick Sisson is a freelancer at Fast Company who focuses on urbanism,
technology, real estate development, and the forces that shape our cities,
covering everything from libraries as sustainability hubs to the future of
office space. . His work has appeared in Bloomberg CityLab, the New York
Times, the MIT Technology Review, Dwell, and the Baffler More
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